Introduced by Council Members Brown, Daniels, Gaffney, Lee 

& Jones:
RESOLUTION 2012-132
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND CONGRATULATING MRS. WILLIE MAE REED ON THE OCCASION OF HER 100TH BIRTHDAY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Willie Mae Reed was born in Jacksonville on February 20, 1912 and was educated in the public school system before attending Grady Nursing School in Atlanta where she earned a nursing degree; and


WHEREAS, Mrs. Reed began her nursing career at Jacksonville’s Brewster Hospital where she was a dedicated employee until the hospital’s closing in 1966, after which she continued her nursing career at Riverside Hospital and then as a private nurse until her retirement in the late 1970s; and


WHEREAS, during World War II, Willie Mae Reed provided medical aid to wounded soldiers who arrived in Jacksonville on the warships, and throughout her career received several awards for her work in the nursing profession; and 


WHEREAS, Mrs. Reed is a lifelong member of Second Missionary Baptist Church where she served faithfully on the Usher Board #1 and also served as Financial Secretary, on the Finance Team, and in the Nurse’s Ministry, and has been recognized by the church for her many decades of outstanding service; and


WHEREAS, among her many other activities, Willie Mae Reed is a co-founder of the Sigma Chapter of the Chi Eta Phi Nursing Sorority where she received special recognition for serving as a Charter Member and as Basileus from 1964 to 1966; is a co-founder of Live Long and Like It, an organization providing seniors with travel opportunities and other activities; and is a co-founder of the Black Historical Society of Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, Willie Mae Reed was the wife of Emmett Nathaniel “Chip” Reed for whom the Emmett Reed Community Center was named, and is the mother of 4 children, grandmother of 7, great-grandmother of 10 and great-great grandmother of 4; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and congratulates Willie Mae Reed on the occasion of her 100th birthday and thanks her for her decades of service to the citizens of Jacksonville in the nursing profession and in her church and many civic organizations.  The City Council extends its very best wishes for continued health and happiness.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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